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Library Statistics  

January - March 2010  

Circulation: 

Adult                                    16438            

YA                                         1627 

Children                               15422  

Computer Users: 

Adult                                      2640                              

Children                                   299          

Reference Questions: 

Adult                                        336 

Children                                   332 

Interlibrary Loan: 

Loaned to                              6266 

Borrowed from                       4856 

Newsletter printed courtesy of Moran Shipping Agencies, Inc. 

Board Bios -  

Meet the President  

 

 

 

 

 

There are a lot of people who self-
lessly give their time and effort to 
make the Library the great place 
that it is.  You might not see them 
like you do the Library staff but their 
presence is an important part of 
Library life.  We would like to intro-
duce you to Library trustees in the 
upcoming Association Newsletters.   

The President of the Board of Trus-
tees is Michael W. Mello.  Mike is a 
retired Portsmouth School Depart-
ment administrator and has been 
the President of the Board of Trus-
tees for 26 years.   

Mike and his wife, Elizabeth, have 
two sons and a new grandson born 
this Easter Sunday. Over the years 
Mike has served as clerk of the 
works for Library construction pro-
jects. The 1990 project doubled the 
size of the Library while the 2001 
project opened up the main floor 
and built the Children's Library. The 
more recent projects that he super-
vised were the purchase and devel-
opment of the parking lot and the 
replacement of the entrance ramp. 

Mike spends each morning at the 
Library checking the facility and 
consulting with the staff.  

Giant trucks and equipment volun-

teered by municipal and commercial 

organizations will be on display.   

Admission charge is $3 per person 

for the day.  In addition to the 

truck display, there will be various 

activities for the children and food 

will be available for purchase from 

the Portsmouth Lions Club.  Pro-

ceeds from the event will go to-

ward Library purchases.  

The annual Touch-a-Truck event 

will give the communityõs young-

sters a chance to get up close and 

personal with all kinds of big and 

fascinating vehicles.  The event will 

take place on Saturday, May 1 

from 10 AM to 2 PM at Glen 

Park.   

Touch- A- Truck  

Saturday, May 1  

From 10 AM to 2 

PM 

Annual Library  

Association Meeting  

 The Portsmouth Free Public 
Library will hold its Annual 

Library Association Meeting 
on Monday, May 3 at 7 PM at 
the Library.  The election of 

officers and trustees will take 

place.  
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Teen Book Club  

Teen Book Clubs in May @ the 
Portsmouth Free Public Library 

 

TBC ï Middle School ï  

May 20th @ 7  

TBC ï High School ï  

May 21st @ 4  

Bring your reviews and come 
prepared to talk about books!  

New members welcome.  Meet-
ings last 30-45 min. 

Snacks will be provided. 

For more information contact 
Sue at 683-9457 or porlib-

teen@gmail.com. 

After School Movie:  

Coraline  

 

Weôll show Coraline  on our big 
screen on May 15

th
 at 2:00 i n our 

program room.   

Coraline is a teenager who has just 
moved to an old house in the middle 
of nowhere with her writer parents 
and she is bored, bored, bored. When 
Coraline finds an old door hidden be-
hind an armoire and papered over 
with wallpaper, she convinces her 
mother to unlock it, only to find a wall 
of bricks. When Coraline revisits the 
door later that night, the bricks magi-
cally disappear and she discovers a 
strange pathway to another world 
where everything is just what she 
wishes for.  

Hang out with your friends and 
enjoy popcorn and the movie! 

Teen Summer Reading  

Program  

Watch for information posted at 
the Library for the teen summer 

reading program.  The theme this 
year is ñMake Waves at Your Li-
braryò.  This program is open to 

kids in grades 6 ï 12.   

There will be crafts, movies, and 
games.  We will have our mehndi 
program and also a workshop to 

teach folks how to make car-
toonagrams.  

Read your school required read-
ing and win prizes!!  The program 

will begin on June 28th. 

Reference databases 

coming soon!!  

  

Three new databases will be com-
ing to www.askri.org in April.  
Check out Reference USA US 
Businesses, LearningExpress Li-
brary Platform and Mango Lan-
guages.  You will need your library 
card to access these from home. 

Reference USA US Businesses is 
a database of 14 million U.S. busi-
nesses which is updated monthly.   

LearningExpress Library Platform 
offers test preparation services. 

Mango Languages is an online 
program that teaches conversation 
skills to help you learn a foreign 
language. 

These new databases join Home-
work Help RI, Career Center @ 
Homework Help RI, World Book 
Web, EBSCO, and Heritage Quest 
online. 

Donations of current fiction and 

non-fiction will be accepted 

starting in May for our used 

book sale scheduled for Satur-

day, June 12.  Videos, DVDs, & 

books on tape or CD will also be 

accepted.  Please make sure 

items are in good condition and 

not musty-smelling or yellowed.  

No textbooks or magazines 

please.  Your donations help 

fund Library services. 
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Tuesday Stories  

for Preschoolers  
(ages 2 - 5) 

  

Apr. 27 at 10 am 

May 4 at 10 am 

May 11 at 10 am 

May 18 at 10 am 

Yoga for Preschoolers  

Join us for yoga with Aimee 
Fontaine!  You donôt need a 
mat or previous yoga experi-
ence; just wear comfy clothes.  

Wednesdays May 5, 12, & 19 

  

Call the Childrenôs Room at 
683-9457 for full details and 

to register.  

Thursday Stories  

for Preschoolers  

(ages 2 - 5) 

  

Apr. 29 at 10 am 

May 6 at 10 am 

May 13 at 10 am 

May 20 at 10 am 

Story Times  

Registration is required.  Parents and Caregivers can sign up by visiting or calling us at 683-9457. 

Spring has arrived and I am reminded of one of my favorite poems by Prince Redcloud: 

 Spring  

How pleasing --  

not  

to be  

freezing.  

 Letôs all hope that the weather cooperates for Touch a Truck, our annual fundraiser  
for the Childrenôs Room.  We hope to see you there!  

- Ms. Nicole 

Summer is Fast Approaching!  

Soon it will be time to ñMake a Splash!ò this summer at the library 

where you can discover just how fun summer reading can be.  The 

program kicks off on June 29 with a visit from the Biomes Center and 

their hands-on marine animal presentation.  All summer long we will 

have guest performers, nature explorations, story times, and  

special crafts to take home.   

The program is open to students entering kindergarten through 

grade five.  Younger children may join in the fun, too, by signing up 

for our Little Listener program.  See you then! 



Phone: 401-683-9457 
Fax: 401-683-5013 

E-mail: porlib@yahoo.com 
www.portsmouthlibrary.org 

PORTSMOUTH  FREE PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 
2658 East Main Road 

Portsmouth, R. I. 02871 
 

 
Non-profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Portsmouth, RI 

Permit No. 77 

L IBRARY  H OURS  

 
SUNDAY   

1 PM�³ 5 PM 

 

MONDAY -T HURSDAY   

9AM - 8 PM 

 

FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  

9 AM - 5 PM 

 

Mark your calendars for the up-
coming Mello Program Room 
displays. 

May: Paintings by Alan Kettler 

June: Open 

July: Open 

August: Photography by Susan 
& Sylvia Hampton 

If you have paintings, photo-
graphs, or other art work that 
you would like to display, 
please contact the Library to 
find out about available months. 

I find television very educating.  
Every time somebody turns on the 
set, I go into the other room and 
read a book. 

- Groucho Marx (1890ð1977) 

Summer Schedule  

Our summer hours begin Mon-
day, June 14.  Our last open 
Sunday for the summer is May 
23.  The Library will be open 
Monday & Tuesday from 9 AM 
until 8 PM, Wednesday 
through Friday 9 AM until 5 
PM, Saturday 9 AM until 1 PM, 
closed Sunday.  Regular hours 
resume on August 30 with the 
first Sunday open will be Sep-
tember 12. 

Art on Display  

Mello Program  

Display Schedule  

Please join us to discuss the 
books listed below.  Bring your 
own copy or place a copy on 
hold from your home computer 
or at the Library.  Titles are 
available in several formats.  Re-
freshments will be served. 

May 18, 2010 ï Zeitoun by Dave 
Eggers  

June 15, 2010 ï Special Topics 
in Calamity Physics by Marisha 
Pessl  

July 20, 2010 ï The Good Earth 
by Pearl S. Buck  

August 2010 ï No meeting 


